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FORCE – The U.S. Marine Corps entered a new

era in the 21st century with the official
unveiling of the first female recruit class into
the service’s 813-year history. “There are no
obstacles in my mind that we cannot conquer
through unyielding persistence and unity of
purpose,” said Commandant of the Marine
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Corps Gen. James Amos as he stood in front of
eight new Marine recruits during an Oct. 19

ceremony at Parris Island, South Carolina, home
of the Corps’ Recruit Training Command. “The
young women you see here are in the beginning
stages of the journey, but they can see the path
before them.” Marine officials welcomed the

first male-female class of recruits since women
were first allowed to join the Marine Corps in

1943. “I am absolutely blown away by this,” said
Lt. Col. Ricky Reyes, commanding officer of
the Recruit Training Command’s 3rd Recruit
Training Battalion. “I just wonder what will

happen 10 years from now.” "For the Marines
who have stood guard through the years, and for
the ships and the planes and the men and women
who have given their service here, today is one
of the proudest days of our Corps. For today,

this is truly the beginning," Commandant of the
Marine Corps Gen. James Amos. (Official U.S.
Marine Corps Photo by Cpl. Ashleigh Dillon)
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U.S. Marine Corps A trainee walks past the
entrance of the Recruit Training Command

(RTC) center at Parris Island, South Carolina,
while being inspected by a sergeant at the start
of the first female Marine recruit class on Oct.

19. 2014. Marine 3e33713323
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