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stages of the World Cup,
which will feature eight

teams separated into four
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pools of two and eight
teams. The final eight games
will be played out across two

successive weekends, in a
run-in during which the

results will not be used to
automatically seed any

quarter-final matchups. Much-
anticipated debutants

Canada will be the first North
American team to qualify for
the World Cup – only the first

of the 32 teams to do so –
with their quarter-final clash
with Japan on 20 October.

The decision means that the
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hosts will play their last
match on 24 October, with

the remaining quarter-finals
on 1, 3 and 6 November. The

winner of each of these
matches will progress to the
semi-finals. It is the first time

that three of the four
knockout ties of the

tournament are not to take
place on the same weekend,

with the exception of the
final on 11 November. The
only exception to this is the

semi-final involving New
Zealand. The new format
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was first mooted last week
following a meeting between

the World Rugby staff and
broadcasters to come up
with an alternative after a

series of contentious
decisions since the draw was

announced in August. The
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